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Two Minnesotans to be Honored by National Association of the Deaf

St. Paul (July 2, 2010) — Two Minnesotans are among 11 selected for awards by the National Association of the Deaf (NAD), to be given at the organization's biennial conference on July 6 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. They are Barb Schmidt, best known for improving end-of-life care for deaf people in Minnesota; and Cynthia Weitzel, instrumental in making the Minneapolis/St. Paul airport one of the most accessible airports in the world. Both individuals have been active in the Minnesota Association of Deaf Citizens (MADC), among other organizations, and were nominated by MADC board members.

Schmidt will receive the Golden Rose Award for her “lifetime of volunteer service of lasting benefit to the deaf community.” She co-founded the Deaf Hospice Education and Volunteer Project (DHEP) in 1999, following the traumatic loss of several deaf friends. The mission of DHEP is to connect deaf Minnesotans with accessible and meaningful end-of-life care.  Schmidt, age 75, has been a leader in numerous other organizations including Minnesota School for the Deaf, Minnesota Association of Deaf Citizens, Minnesota Deaf Seniors Citizens, Charles Thompson Memorial Hall Board of Trustees, Deaf Seniors of America, and the Bread of Life Deaf Lutheran Church Council.

“You would think, in her 75th year of life, that Barb would slow down and maybe want to retire from being so active. Instead, she acts like she's just beginning,” said MADC board member Cynthia Weitzel, who nominated Schmidt-–unaware that others were secretly nominating Weitzel herself for a separate national award.

Weitzel, 44, will receive the Robert M. Greenmun Memorial Award from NAD for her successful advocacy and service to the community. As a direct result of her efforts, the Minneapolis/St. Paul airport claims to be one of the most accessible in the world. During five years of service with the Minnesota Association of Deaf Citizens, Weitzel has served as secretary, newsletter editor, co-chair of the history committee, chair of a restructuring study committee, and chair of a cultural forum series. She also organized deaf voter registration drives, spearheaded Deaf history preservation and grantwriting efforts, and worked to improve healthcare access for deaf patients.

“Cynthia brings a calming and intelligent presence to the board, yet has endless energy when it comes to making great things happen,” says Alicia Lane-Outlaw, president of MADC, who nominated Weitzel. “Give her a few crumbs to work with, and she makes a feast out of it. We still don’t know how she does it.”
About the Minnesota Association of Deaf Citizens

Minnesota Association of Deaf Citizens, Inc., was established in 1885 and is a non-profit, 501(c)(4) organization. MADC advocates for and promotes a better quality of life and social wellness of Deaf people through its membership, activities and advocacy. http://www.minndeaf.org. 
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